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   May 14, 2020 
                                        12:00 pm - 5:30pm 
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Afya Foundation 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Registration  
(earn up to 4.5 contact hours) 
 
Early-bird Registration (register by April 29): $60 
Regular registration (after April 29): $75 
Discounted Registration  
 (All Speakers, CU OT Fieldwork Educators) - $35 
CU OT Doctoral Students – Free admission 
 
 
 
 
For Early-bird, Regular, and Discounted Registration, click here: https://events.columbia.edu/go/JFK 
For Special Registration Packages, click here: https://events.columbia.edu/go/JFKVIP 

"The Untaught 
Lessons in Always 
Finding a Way" 

 
Special Registration Packages*               

(Register by April 29) 
 
JFK VIP Package 
$260 – Registration and invitation to the VIP Reception with 
the JFK Lecturer; includes a $200 tax-deductible donation 
to the JFK Distinguished Lectureship Fund. 
 
Friends of CU OT Package 
$160 –Registration and $100 tax -deductible donation to 
the JFK Distinguished Lectureship Fund 
 
* Federal income tax law requires us to inform you that $60.00 for each 
conference ticket has been assessed for the goods and services provided and 
therefore will not be tax-deductible. 

 



       Program 
 

                   Registration 
12:00-12:30 pm Alumni Auditorium 

 
                    Facilitated Networking Session 
                           12:30-1:15 pm Alumni Auditorium and Schaefer Gallery 
 
 

     Oral Presentations:  
                1:30-3:00 pm Hammer Health Sciences Center 
 

 Hammer Health Sciences 
LL 203 

Hammer Health Sciences 
LL 204 

Hammer Health Sciences 
LL 205 

Hammer Health Sciences 
LL 206 

Session 1 
 
1:30-2:15 
pm 

Barriers to client-
centered goal setting in 
inpatient stroke 
rehabilitation and 
evidence-based 
methods increase 
patient involvement 
 
Lauren Winterbottom, 
Dawn M. Nilsen and 
Glen Gillen; New York 
Presbyterian and 
Columbia University 

Developing students’ 
social entrepreneurship 
mindset across a 
graduate OT curriculum 
 
Michele Artale-
Morgante, Danielle 
Mahoney, and Laurette 
Olson; Iona College 

Occupational therapy's 
role in a community-
based approach to 
substance-abuse 
prevention & mental-
health promotion for 
youth 
 
Sean Getty; Stony Brook 
University 

The role of Occupational 
Therapy in lymphedema 
management    
 
Said Nafai; American 
International College 

Session 2  
 
2:15-3:00 
pm 

Pre-active PD: a therapist 
delivered physical 
activity behavior change 
program for people with 
early stage Parkinson's 
Disease 
 
Katrina Long, Lori Quinn, 
and Dawn M. Nilsen; 
Teacher’s College and 
Columbia University 

Adaptive chair yoga 
program development 
for patients with 
pulmonary conditions 
admitted to an acute 
rehabilitation hospital 
 
Genni Lee Hester, 
Katherine 
Dimitropoulou, & 
Danielle Struble-
Fitzsimmons; Burke 
Rehabilitation and 
Columbia University 

Strength-based practice 
for autistic individuals by 
OT practitioners 
 
Kavitha Murthi, Yu-Lun 
Chen, Kristie Patten 
Koenig, and Stephen 
Mark Shore; New York 
University 

Impact of a short-term 
occupation-based 
program on improving 
pain, fatigue, and 
occupational performance 
in women with cancer 
living in the community 
 
Rochelle Mendonca and 
Colleen Maher; Columbia 
University and University 
of the Sciences in 
Philadelphia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Poster Sessions 
3:15 - 4:30 pm Alumni Auditorium Schaefer Gallery 

 

Poster 1 Clinician assessment practices in pediatric acute care 
 
Christina Dumas, Lenin C. Grajo, Dawn M. Nilsen; Weill-Cornell Hospital and Columbia University 

Poster 2  Improving evidence-based practice implementation using an online journal club 
 
Bernadette Schmeltz; Slippery Rock University 

Poster 3 Reflections on the development of a telehealth-based handwriting assessment for school-aged children 
 
Julia Guzman and Lenin C. Grajo; University of Scranton and Columbia University 

Poster 4 The Dream Home Assessment: The evolution of a performance-based executive function assessment for adults 
with mental illness 
 
Emily Raphael-Greenfield; Columbia University 

Poster 5 Content validity of the Occupational Therapy Anticipatory Awareness Test: A functional cognitive assessment for 
adults with neurological conditions 
 
Danielle Mahoney, Lenin C. Grajo, and Glen Gillen; Iona College and Columbia University 

Poster 6 Effectiveness of mirror therapy for improving upper limb function in those with complex regional pain syndrome 
type I after stroke      
 
Kelly Farrell, Kelleigh Gustafson, Sarah Ohanesian, Tiffany Rivera, and Dawn M. Nilsen; Columbia University 

Poster 7 Effectiveness of an occupational therapy reading program for low socioeconomic elementary students: A pilot 
randomized controlled study  
 
Mari Arnaud and Sharon Gutman; PS 197 and Columbia University 

Poster 8 A user-driven wearable hand robot for functional task training after stroke    
 
Michaela Fraser, Sangwoo Park, Cassie Meeker, Daniel Geller, Joel Stein, Matei Ciocarlie, Lynne Webber, and 
Lauri Bishop; Columbia University, Hackensack University Medical Center, and University of Southern California  

Poster 9 Effective interventions for improving generalized attention deficits and potential benefits of limb activation training 
(LAT) in adults with stroke 
 
Joshua Kotler, Glen Gillen, and Dawn M. Nilsen; Mt. Sinai Hospital and Columbia University 

Poster 10 Determining the initial content validity of the Clinical Competency Assessment Tool for Neuro-Muscular Disease 
(CAT)   
 
Scott Rushanan, Dawn M. Nilsen, and Lenin C. Grajo; The University of Pennsylvania Health System and Columbia 
University 

Poster 11 Looking ahead: How OT’s can contribute to the design of our school systems’ behavior management reform 
 
Anna Goldenberg; New York State Department of Education 

Poster 12 Utilization of the Functional Upper Extremity Levels (FUEL) in comparison to the Fugl-Meyer to classify functional 
motor recovery in the acute stroke population 
 
Rachel Feld-Glazman, Nettie Capasso, Adrienne Dicembri, Steve Van Lew, Daniel Geller, Ashley Foley, and Lisa 
Spinelli; Burke Rehabilitation, Rusk Rehabilitation, and Columbia University 

Poster 13 Effectiveness of interventions designed to improve independent living outcomes for transition-aged youth with 
intellectual disability 
 
Katherine O’Neill, Dawn M. Nilsen, and Sharon Gutman; GiGi’s Playhouse Hillsborough and Columbia University 



Poster 14 OT continuum of care: Historical & NYC perspectives 
 
CU OT Morocco Service-Learning Group, Razan Hamed, and Patricia Precin; Columbia University 

Poster 15 Clinician empowering individuals through assistive technology: A journey with MyGuide 
 
Gretchen Ward; Independent Consultant 

Poster 16 An occupational therapy recovery process for psychological trauma 
 
Patricia Precin; Columbia University 

 

     
    2020 Dr. Janet Falk-Kessler Distinguished Lecture 
            4:30-5:30 pm Alumni Auditorium 

 
                       Danielle Butin, MPH, OT 
                                   Founder and Chief Executive Officer, 

                   Afya Foundation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    Cocktail Reception for VIP Sponsors and Donors with JFK Lecturer 
                  5:30-6:30 pm 

     
 

 

 

 

"The Untaught Lessons in Always Finding a Way" 

Join Danielle on a reflective journey of trusting one’s self and finding the 
courage to lead a life rich in meaning. Honest and humorous in approach, this 
thought-provoking lecture will present stories on how she launched the Afya 

Foundation and offer educators, students, and clinicians lessons towards 
inspirational leadership and service to others. 

 


